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Little Kenneth's Text. 
Our Kenneth went to Sunday School, 

One pleasant day. He was but three, 
But in hU brand-new hat and coat, 

He felt just like a roan, you see. 

His little text he teamed bo well, 
That grandma heard it with delight, 

K inning his rosy cheeks, ehe said, 
"Now you'll be sure to say it right;" 

Among the troops of little ones, 

That round the teacher's smiling face 

Were filling every vacant chair, 
He quite demurely found a place. 

And now what do you think he aaid, 
When asked if he his lessons knew? 

"Honor my -papa and mamma, 

And honor my nice grandma, too " 

— Marian Ryburne. 


* A Conversation on Christian Baptism, 

T. Good evening, brother Paul. I thought I'd 
come over this evening, and if you are not busy I'd 
like to have a talk with you on Christian baptism. 

P. Well, all right ; wife and I were going to 
prayer meeting this evening, but if you wish a talk 
on such au im portant.su bjeot the boys may put up 
the team. 

T. O no, don't do that, 1 can come over some 
other time. My mind is troubled about you folks 
I can't tor my life see why you should be so partic- 
lar about this matter. Of course I believe in bap- 
tism as much as any man, but you fellows are en- 
tirely too particular. 

P. Why do you think we are too particular if 
you believe in baptism so strongly yourself? 

T. Well, I believe it should be attended to, but 
I can't see why a person should be baptized three 
times face foremost. 

P. Well, Tom, can you see why we should be 
baptized any other way ? 

T. Well, ahem, not exactly. Bat I don't think 
Christ was buried three timet. 

P. Who says be was ? 

T. Well, don't you claim to represent Christ's 
burial by baptism? 

P. We do not. The scriptures do not Leach 
such a thing, neither do we. 

T. Well, what do you teach then ? 

P. The word of God as revealed in the Bible. 

T. The word of God as revealed in the Bible ? 
Isn't the Bible itself the word of God? 

P. It is not in r very sense of the word, for Peter 


times, he waa not buried three times, and the Bible 
don't require three baptisms." And you should 
have been there. I tcl! you be juat gave you fel- 
lows fits. He made you look ridiculous, and I 
thought some of the folks would hurt themselves 
laughing, and I heard some of them say the Dun- 
kards got suds today. 

P. Well, did he give any gospel proof in sup- 
port of bis single backward immersion ? 

T. Well, I hardly know, but he said, "Christ 
wasn't buried three times, and that baptism was to 
represent the burial of ChriBt." 

P. He didn't say that, did he ? 

T. Yes, he did. 

P. And yon call him a smart man, do you? 
Smart men ought to teach Bible truth. 

T. Bible truthB ! Why I've heard that ever 
since I can recollect. 

P. Well, you have beard something then, as long 
as you can recollect, that is not in the Bible. 

T. Why Paul, you astonish me. Don't the 
Bible say we must be buried into Christ's burial? 

P. It does not. 

T. Well, then it says that baptism is to repre- 
sent the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. 

P. No, it don't say that either directly or in- 
directly. 

T. 0, I see what you are at now. You want 
to get our baptism out of the way. But you make 
a Dunkard of me, will you ? Not that you can see. 
Bru. Dick will be back here again two weeks from 


sajs, "This is the word which by the gospel is 
preached unto you," Just as much of the gospel 
as we accept, you see, so much of Christ we ac- 
cept, and so much of the gospel as we find fault 
with and reject, so much we find fault with and re- 
ject Christ, tor Christ is revealed to us by the gos- 
pel, not independent of the gospel. 

T. Does the gospel teach that Christ was buried 
three times ? 

P. It does not. But why are yon so much 
concerned about the burial of Christ ? 

T Why, I always thought that baptism was 
was to represent Christ's burial, and I always 
thought you fellows were a little off, bnt thought 
it would not make much difference if folks knew 
no better ; but laBt Sunday I went over to Broad- 
way chapel and heard Mr. Dick, D. D. preach on 
baptism, and the way be laid you face forward di- 
pers in the shade wasn't elow, I tell yon. 

P. Is he a smart man ? 

T. Smart? smart as a whip, 

P. What text did he use as a basis? 

T. Well, indeed, I have most forgotten, but I 
think it was win -re Peter says, "Ye are buried but 
once, and not three times." I know he came over 
the text a number of times. 

P. Did he tell you where to find the text ? 

T. Yes, but I forgot just Where he said it waa. 

P. You are certain the text is in the Bible, are 
you? 

T. Yas, I know it is, for he opened the Bible 
and read it. 

P. What was bis theme, and what were the 
leading arguments in support of it? 

T. His theme was one baptism, not three. 

P. What gospel arguments did he use in sup 
port of it? 

T. He said, "You see, my friends, ChriBt never 
taught three baptisms. Christ did not die three 


next Tuesday and 1*11 bring him over. He'll warm 
the wax in your ears. 

(To be continued.) 

The Home Missltn Field. 
Let it never be forgotten — the supreme manifes- 
tation of devotion in the church — in the hearts of 
Christians, to the interests of the kingdom of God, 
is that which strives, in strict and holy obedience 
to the command of our Lord, to carry the Gospel 
to the ends of the earth. The church never appears 
grander than when, in the utmost strength of its 
faith and hope, and in the profound est submission 
to the great duty thus laid upon it, it U engaged 
in this mightiest of human enterprises. But this 
!b neither altogether nor chiefly a human under- 
taking ; its origin, its motive, its inspiration ; the 
power that guides and sustains it, the end for 
which it strives, are altogether divine. 

But the Gospel mission is limited to no part of 
the earth ; it embraces alike with equal purpose and 
fervor all nations, kindreds, tribes and tongues. 
Above all does it not overlook the home field? we 
mean the lands where at any time it has become 
most triumphant and strongest. And yet the word 
"home-field" has been, in proper speech and histor- 
ically, a term of very changeable applisation. 
What has often been the domestic hearth of the 
church and the gospel, by preeminence, has long 
wince ceased to be so ; what were once and for cen- 
turies the foreign fields, the region of darkness and 
of the shadow of death, have become par excellence 
the Christian world, the home, old and familiar, of 
the Christian faith and lite. Let us not forget 
these facts when we speak of "the home field" and 
"home missions," and of "the foreign field" and 
'foreign missions." These are historically and in 
truth not fixed terms, as some people seem to im- 
agine, if we may judge from their reasonings. 

When we speak of the "home" field, we can only 
mean that which is so to us and now, and not that 
which ts so to all and will be so forever. 

There is no such divine limitation of this word. 
It is a manifestation of the profoundest ignorance 
of God's Word and ways, and of a most deplorable 
perverseness of thought, if not a still deeper and 
sadder malady of soul, to hear men of Christian 
faith Bpeak of the "home field," as if by some di- 
vinely declared prerogative and destiny their coun- 
try were the fixed, domestic "habitation of the 
Gospel, of the Word and Spirit, and church of 
God." It is an amazing bewilderment of mind 
and soul bo *o think and hold. 

Again, another extreme perverseness of judg- 
ment on the part of men is this — to declare that 
such and such nations have rejected the kingdom 
of God, and therefore will never accept it, and shall 
never have it offered to them again ; and that cer- 
tain nations or races who have never known the 


Gospel are unworthy of it and incapable of receiv- 
ing it. What are we mortals, who cannot see be- 
yond a day, who understand nothing of the possi- t^ 
bilities of the families ot men, and of the power of 
God, that we should, with proud, omniscient, 
prophetic wisdom say to the nations with reference 
to the gospel, and to the_ gospel with reference to 
the nations, "Thus far shall ye go, thus far can ye 
go, and no farther ?" And who are we, poor crta- 
lures, ourselves but humble dependents on the di- 
vine mercy, that we should thus, with more than 
papsl assumption of divine authority, claim to hold 
in our bands the keys of the kingdom of heaven, to 
open it to one, and close it to another, man, family, 
tribe or nation, to give or withhold the gospel of 
lite, according to our judgment and pleasure? 
Who can say, who dare decide for God and the ' 
nations, that France, Italy, Ireland, Russia, or any 
people, cannot and shall not receive the gospel? 
that Japan, China, or India never will glorify God 
by the salvation of their populations through 
Christ ?• Is it because these people are unbelievers, 
false believers, or heathens ? A million of French- 
men today are the legitimate children of glorious 
ancestors who witnessed with their li ves, and with 
a heroism of soul, as no other people of Europe in 
numbers of martyrs, for the Bible and its faith, and 
who, by the great and sacred principles of personal 
freedom which they drew from the Christian Scrip- 
tures, and applied in church and State, and scat- 
tered throughout the Protestant world, have be- 
come the apostleB of true Christian liberty among 
men. And Ireland, in the early Christian centu- 
ries, Bent out missionaries to convert the tribes of 
Scotland and of Gaul and Germany. 

And India, Japan and China are heathens 1 So 
were our fathers in the German forests, in ancient 
Gaul and in the British Islands, and very barbar- 
ously brutal they were, and more hopelessly be- 
nighted by far than are the nations of the far East 
today. Who, We repeat, are we, that we should, 
"with blind presumption bold," assume arrogantly 
to determine the future of these nations, and limit 
the power of God in the gospel ? 

And then, ib the salvation of- the Cross related 
to men only as nations? Is that really ita true 
purpose? How blind to the Word of God are 
they who so see and declare. The relation of the 
gospel to men is not national or tribal, but personal, 
evermore and altogether bo. Christ came not into 
the world, the apostles went not forth, to convert 
and save nations, but individuals. The Christian- 
ization of people, imperfect as that will always be, 
is but the reflex, the secondary effect, of the Chris- 
tianization of individuals. And we go not forth 
anywhere today to convert whole nations, but men 
and women — to minister to the salvation of souls. 
This is the Scriptural conception of the Cross on 
earth, and this only gives it its true inspiration. 

Are the nations, that in our easy speech consti- 
tute the "home field," really, thoroughly Christian- 
ized ? Look at Germany, at England, at our own 
country, and answer 1 

The salvation through Christ is not by nations 
or tribes; but "men shall be redeemed out of every 
nation, and out of all tribes and peoples and 
tongueB ;" and in "multitudes which no rr.an can 
number." — Christian Standard. 


If you find a good many faults, be on the look- 
out ; but if you want to find them in* unlimited 
quantities, be on the "look in." 

It is in vain for us to expect, and impudent for 
us to ask God's forgiveness of ourselves, if we re- 
fuse to exercise a forgiving temper toward others. 
— Hoadley. 

When we are in the right, and another iu the 
wrong, is the time ot times for us to show our 
ChnstHkeness. It requires no eaiotlinees to be 
loving toward those who are lovely. But when 
the spirit ot Christian love must be all on one side, 
then it is for us to show how much there is of that 
spirit in us. — S. S. Times. 

That which mellows and ripens, that without 
which there could be no golden fruitage, that which 
gives the rich bloom of a divine manhood to the 
spirit, is the frost—the frost of care. Thank God 
for the sunshine of life ; thank him also none the 
lets for the ripening frost. — Moravian. 
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